DONNER SUMMIT AREA ASSOCIATION

Minutes of Board Working Meeting 

May 2, 2006 -- Donner Summit PUD

(NEXT MEETING: June 1)
Attending: President Dan Wexler, Vice-President Carrie Hoyt, Treasurer Ron Kolbe,  
                 Secretary Pat Malberg; Board Members Starr Hurley, Jim Thomson, John Kirrene,    

                 Sara Taillon

Guests: DSPUD Board Members Julie Davies and Tom Skjelstad; Blake Tresan; SLCWD       

              Board  Member; Peter Mayfield, Gateway Mountain Center/Royal Gorge Project 

              Consultant

Public: Emily Wexler, Jennifer Montgomery, Nancy Latimer, Micky Quay, Barbara Skjelstad, 

            Don Malberg.
1. Standing Issues:

a. Minutes from Last Meeting – The minutes from the April meeting were amended – the 
    name of Sue Noack was changed to Karen Noack -- and then approved.
b. Financial Report – Two more memberships have been received, though not yet 

    deposited.  The DSAA bank account shows a current balance of $1770.33.  The only 

    purchase was a rubber stamp for check endorsement.  It was agreed that another key  

    should be obtained for the PO box so that Ron could process checks more quickly.  

    Bob Williams has volunteered to help, pro bono, with our taxes and attorney-related   

    issues.  Bob lives in the Bay Area but has a cabin at Serene Lakes.  Ron will also work 

    with Steve to follow up on any legal documents.
c. Logo – Sara will work with Lori to finalize the logo.  She will produce it in PDF format 

    so that it can be used for tee-shirts, a banner, etc., as well as for the letterhead.
d. Thank You Letters – Pat has sent out 31 letters to the list of members as of April’s 

    meeting.  Ron submitted a list of seven additional names.
e.  Board of Supervisors/Meetings – Dan reported there had not been recent contact  
    as yet with either county’s BOS.  Ron and Dan were to write a letter.  Jim has agreed 
    to monitor their agendas and email them to us.  Nevada County’s meetings are 
    carried by video in Truckee.  Dan also mentioned that he had attended the PUD and 
    Water Board meetings, which he recommends that we continue to do.  Plavada HOA 
    also meets every two months; other homeowners’ groups important for us to link with 
    are the Cedars and Palisade Peak.  Ron will contact Uma Hinman and try to arrange a 

    meeting with her; she has left the County Planning Dept., is now working for 
    Kleinschmitz and is interested in helping DSAA with a community development project.   

    Carrie regularly checks the Planning Commission agendas from both counties. 
f. Fundraising – Sara suggested that any fundraiser event not be part of the General Membership meeting in July; Pete at Clair Tappan has said that we can use Hutchison lodge (slight fee) for a fundraiser – off season at the end of summer would be the best time.  It was agreed that we would aim for Labor Day weekend (but not to conflict with SLPOA activities) and perhaps make it a potluck.
2. Fire Department Annexation:
Dan reported having attended the SLCWD meeting where there was discussion about the ratio of payment by Serene Lakes vs. other areas in regards to fire protection.  He also attended the DSPUD meeting where other aspects of the issue of annexation were discussed.  All fire department personnel are in favor of the annexation.  
Tom Skjelstad from DSPUD reported on the rationale for the annexation: currently the level of service is very high for a relatively small community, but financing is tenuous, at best.  Since 2003 a committee that includes Del Verner, Bob Shirmer, Steve Lieberman and others has been studying the options and the discussion with Truckee began in December of that year; the decision to annex has had a lot of thought put into it.  There will be a public hearing on May 18 and then a 30 day written comment period will follow.  

Tom outlined some of the issues involved in coming to the annexation decision; DSPUD has acted as a training ground for fire personnel who then transfer out to other departments for higher salary and benefits, which is not a healthy situation; deficits have been the norm for recent years of operation and ratepayers have been asked to subsidize to the point where the Department had to look for other solutions; fire departments are similar to military operations and need a full-time chief to prevent chaos in times of crisis, so Truckee will provide a battalion chief which will fill this gap; equipment is expensive, old equipment creates liability issues, and the 5-year replacements amount to annual costs of $50,000 - $100,000.  As far as the assessment and property tax issues are concerned, documents with details are available to the public.  DSAA will post relevant documents on the website – Tom offered to scan them and send them to Dan.  As far as personnel are concerned, under the annexation arrangement, they will be rotated between Truckee and Donner Summit.  Ambulance service is paid for by user fees.  There will be no change in Serene Lakes fire protection.  The current fire station is not staffed; Placer County built the building on SLPOA-owned land.  

Blake Tresan, board member from SLCWD (Serene Lakes County Water District) gave their perspective on the annexation issue; SLCWD is not a fire district but rather a water and sewer district so that the annexation issue is really a homeowner’s concern.  It would be helpful if the SL fire station could house the water district employees.  The issue of fire department annexation will be brought to a vote only if 25% of the voters/landowners submit written protests or show up to protest at the 5/18 public meeting.  That meeting will be held at 10:15 A.M. at the Truckee Sanitary District office, 12304 Joerga Drive (on the way to the airport off Highway 267).  DSAA should be represented at the meeting.

3. Important Events:  The fire department merger will take place June 29 in Truckee.  There 
     will be an appreciation day for the Donner Summit fire department employees on 6/30   

     (Friday) at 4:30.  The Fire Dept. will contact the Sugar Bowl to see if the party might be 

     held on the deck either at the Judah Lodge or at the old lodge with Sugar Bowl arranging 

     for the burgers and chips.  

Nancy Latimer announced that the general cleanup day (Donner Lake to Cisco) will not be held on the July 4 weekend, rather on June 17.  Meet at 10 AM at Soda Springs Store.  Dumpsters, water, garbage bags, ice, and other items are expected to be donated, as in the past.  It is a labor-intensive activity, so any help we might provide in getting the word out this month will be appreciated.  DSAA will post flyers and print maps, contact business owners, homeowners associations, Sugar Bowl, the ski team, etc.  The Foster group is also willing to help.  The party afterward will be held at Sue and Cliff Busby’s place.  John Kirrene will talk to the Plavada homeowners about the event.  Starr has a contact in Cisco; Steve Landers, a new plumber in Cisco, was mentioned as another person to be contacted.  Donner Trail School should also be invited to participate.  
The General Membership meeting of the DSAA will be held on Saturday morning, July 1, 10:00, place to be announced.  
4. Peter Mayfield: Peter moved to Truckee from Yosemite 1½ years ago.  His main interest is outdoor education and one activity he is coordinating is to bring schools to Claire Tappan.  In July, he will host 140 9th graders.  He also does grant writing, and is looking for local resources, such as guides, poets, writers, etc. to partner with.  

   Peter is also acting as a consultant for Todd Foster to design the outdoor recreation and summer activities for the hotel customers.  He is interested in relating to the local community, learning about the current use patterns, and developing ecotourism to maximize the learning potential of the mountain experience for visitors: for example, natural history tours, birding, photography workshops, guided trail tours.  As an aside, Peter stated that during high school, he worked for John Slober for three years.  He is also a rock climbing instructor for the Sierra Club.  

   Peter has met with the new manager of Royal Gorge, Neal Erasmus, who has stated RG is committed to changing their relationship with the community.  Peter welcomes comments (contact information: phone 530/205-6245, email pmayfield@onebox.com), and will relay them to Royal Gorge.  DSAA board members mentioned the berm issue, mountain-biker access restriction, and the fact that the road to Kidd Lake is a public road.  Some of the berms have been or will soon be removed.  Also, the issue of snowmobilers was raised – the experimental forest parcel is off-limits to them, as is private land, but they are allowed on USFS land.  Access is sheriff-enforced.  Peter will get up to speed regarding restrictions and liability.  DSAA offered to help in any way needed, with the hope that the dynamic between Royal Gorge and the community will change in action as well as in word.  DSAA would welcome the opportunity to tour the area with members of the Foster group and have them attend our meetings.  
   Peter has a grant to teach rock climbing to at-risk youth; he is teaching a climate change class at the high school, sponsored by the ski resorts.  DSAA recommended he get in touch with Norm Sayler as an important local resource.  

5. Board Business:  First, the General Membership meeting place needs to be determined.  Options are: the Donner Trail School (Carrie will contact Susie), Donner Summit Lodge (but Bob and Maria are on vacation for another two weeks), Donner Ski Ranch (Starr will contact), and Sugar Bowl Academy (Pat to contact).  Once the place is determined, Pat will send out names and telephone numbers of DSAA members to be contacted by phone by the Board, with a list of talking points.  Agenda items for the general meeting should include our successes, who attends our meetings, and committee lists.
      Dan requested we change our bylaws to allow for a 2-year term for board members, so 

      Starr will look into the way that is done.  We might also consider adding new members, 

      but they would have to be paid-up DSAA members.  Names should be submitted by the    

      June 1meeting in order to create a slate for publication and membership consideration

6. Issues not covered : The Board did not have time to discuss the following: survey, melt-out issues, railroad contact, public forum.  

7. Next Meeting: The next regular working meeting of the Board will be on Thursday, June 1, at 6:30 P.M., place to be announced.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted,

Pat Malberg, Secretary

Additional contact information for some of those attending the meeting:

      Tom Skjelstad, 426-3456

Blake Tresan, 426-3100


Jennifer Montgomery, 426-3762


Nancy Latimer, 426-3761

Note: Pat has contacted the Sugar Bowl Academy and has been given the okay to have our Annual Membership Meeting there – capacity is about 50 people.
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