DONNER SUMMIT AREA ASSOCIATION

Board Working Meeting Minutes

Thursday, May 3, 2007 – 6:30 P.M. -- Summit Restaurant

(Next Meeting: either June 12 or June 14, TBD)
Attending: President Dan Wexler, Treasurer Ron Kolbe, Secretary Pat Malberg; Board 

        Members Simone Janssen, John Kirrene,  John Palmer

Guests: Nadine Evans, Mickie Grey, Nancy Latimer, Mike Livak, Claire McLean, Lori Van Meter,      

              Emily Wexler.

Contact information for Claire McLean, Clair Tappaan Lodge, 800-679-6775, local 426-3632, email ctl@sierraclub.com.   Claire has requested to be added to the minutes list.

1. Minutes from April: Motion to approve the April minutes, as distributed, proposed by John Kirrene, seconded by Ron Kolbe, passed unanimously.

2. Treasurer’s Report: Ron reported that the bank statement shows a balance of $13,383.36.  Lori mentioned that she had not made any progress on DSAA taxes for last year, and that she will need Ron or others to do them, since she has other commitments.  She suggested that TurboTax online can be used.  After discussion, some names to contact for help are Linda Beeson (Ron will call her) and Colleen Gamick – Simone will send contact information for her.  
3. Committee Reports:  
Only one committee had a report: Dan updated the Board on the Summit Summit Follow-Up Committee’s work toward getting a professional survey done.  He has written a letter to Godbe Research in the Bay Area, at the suggestion of Seana Doherty, requesting their response to the RFP.  Dan has also contacted Seana’s company, Streamline Consulting, with a similar request.  Dan’s goal is to have the survey done during June or July.  Pat will forward the request and related information to Godbe Research.  

4. Membership Renewals: A letter needs to be written and sent out to current and prospective members.  Since Lori will not available in the near future, it was suggested that we contact the Community Foundation or other local organizations for someone we might hire to get this done; another suggestion was that we send out an email to the membership requesting their help, either in person or with suggestions of people they know who could fill in with the needed administrative help.  

Dan requested that each of the Board officers and Lori, as the administrator, write up 
their duties.  Also, membership cards should be created to send out to new and 
renewing members.

5. Report from Nancy Latimer

Steve McMillian, a Serene Lakes resident, has reproduced the Foster/Syme development map with larger print and legend, and different colors.  Nancy had one made for the DSAA, for $15, and the map is also available online at the savedonnersummit website.  Nancy pointed out that most of the private land is slated for development, except for the lake itself; also, one aspect missing from the Foster/Syme map is the road system connecting the developed properties.  Mike pointed out that the only change he could spot on the McMillian map was the size of the icons.  He also stated that the current 70% set-aside for open space would probably grow to 80% or more in the end.  He reminded the group that the Foster/Syme map (Mike will provide a full-sized copy for the next DSAA general membership meeting) lacks details because it is a concept map, designed to give the community an idea of the direction the developers are taking and to get community feedback, but not at all a final map capable of being submitted to the County as a final plan.
Nancy also reported on Earth Day at Squaw Valley, which was well attended and where the booth she and Emily hosted was visited by many people who asked questions and showed interest in the information they gave out about the Foster/Syme project.  Nancy also gave board members a handout from the SLPOA meeting which lists concerns over the Foster/Syme Development Plans.
6. DSAA Website:

Dan reported that Jack Schwartz will move the DSAA website to a remote server, Westhost, so there will never be down-time, as there is currently whenever the electricity or the reception goes out.  The move will cost $150, and each board member will have a related email address.  The annual fee is reduced when paid on a multiple year basis – the cost is $214.20 for three years.  This will give us the option of having a bulletin board and of creating a forum, as well.  

7. Meeting Site

Claire McLean from Clair Tappaan Lodge offered their community room as a location for meetings and the services of their chef when meals are needed.  The room also has technology making slide shows and DVD shows possible; it holds 140 people.  She will check on availability for our future Board working meetings as well as the general membership meeting.  
8. Summit Cleanup Day:
The cleanup is scheduled for Saturday, May 19; meet at 10AM at the Post Office.  Sara was commended by all for having created and posted the fliers.  It was suggested that a notice be sent to the Sierra Sun.  Best of all for increasing participation is by word of mouth; Nancy requested that everyone call neighbors and tell friends to attend.  
The post-pickup party will take place behind the Summit Restaurant.  Maria will help organize; Jenny from the Sugar Bowl is also on board.  About 40 people are expected to attend.  There is a barbecue available, but additional barbecues will be helpful; SLPOA has a large barbecue that can be brought over on a trailer.  The food will be ordered wholesale and DSAA will reimburse.  John Kirrene proposed that we allot up to $500 for the supplies, Ron seconded the motion and the proposal passed unanimously.  Claire will contact Bill Davies in Grass Valley to see if he and his group can supply bluegrass music for the event (which should start at about 2PM).

9. Upcoming Meetings:

A. General Membership Meeting: After discussion it was agreed that the general membership meeting will be scheduled for either August 11 or August 18 at Clair Tappaan Lodge.  Claire will call Dan to confirm availability.  

B. Educational Seminar:  Dan suggested we take the opportunity to educate interested parties about the development process; we might request that Teri (or Terry?) Watt, consultant who has worked with Sierra Watch and the Sierra Club, give, for example,  a 2-3 hour weekend a.m. seminar on the CEQA process.  The Board discussed other topics that we might cover and came up with the following suggestions: global warming; the bi-county issue; land-use law and the implications regarding general plans, such as holding capacity; the CEQA process and timing for community involvement; a glossary and introduction to acronyms used in development projects.   Dan suggested we get this going for the end of May or early June.  Another suggestion from Claire was a showing of the film “Resorting to Madness” which examines the ski industry.
C. The Scientific Peer Review: The final meeting will be held on May 10.  Mike stated the development plan will probably be submitted to the County in July.  Crystal Jacobsen is the planner assigned to the project at the Placer County Planning Dept.  Dan asked Board members to think about how best to help move the community forward in regards to this development plan.
D. Next Board Working Meeting: The meeting will be held either on Thursday June 14, or on Tuesday June 12, at 6:30, and perhaps at Clair Tappaan Lodge.  Claire McLean will consult with Dan, and Dan will be in touch by email with Board members to determine the best date for everyone.

Respectfully Submitted,
Pat Malberg, DSAA Secretary
THE SUMMIT CLEANUP DAY IS MAY 19, 10AM SHARP, SODA SPRINGS POST OFFICE
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