DONNER SUMMIT AREA ASSOCIATION

Minutes of Board Working Meeting 

April 6, 2006

(NEXT MEETING: MAY 4)
Donner Summit Lodge

Attending: President Dan Wexler, Treasurer Ron Kolbe, Secretary Pat Malberg,  

                 Board Members Starr Hurley, Jim Thomson, John Kirrene, Sara Taillon

1. Status Reports:

a. Minutes from Last Meeting – Pat was not present at the meeting in March, so Sara   

    took notes, which have not yet been typed up.  Sara will either type them up herself or  

    send the notes to Pat who will type them and distribute them to the Board.
b. Thank You Letters – Pat circulated a draft letter which she will use to thank those who 

    join DSAA and/or who contribute.  The letter was approved by the Board, with one 

    modification.

c. Board of Supervisors Letters – Dan and Ron together will compose a letter to send to 

    the members of both boards of supervisors, informing them of DSAA’s interests and 

    inviting the local supervisors to attend meetings.  As an aside, the person named Uma    

    who was working at the Nevada County Planning Dept. has taken a job with Klein-

    Schmitz and is willing to help DSAA in securing a grant and in preparing a community 

    study.  Ron has agreed to follow up with Uma.
d. Fundraising – Sara has identified a place, the Hutchinson Lodge at Clair Tappan, 

    which DSAA can use for a membership party in spring or early summer, for a small 

    donation.  Dan has a music group available, too.  The Board discussed dates and is 

    leaning toward the July 4 weekend, not to interfere with the fire dept. fundraiser.

    In looking at the MAPF brochure, a couple of ideas surfaced: one was to have a scale 
    of membership levels, with contributions acknowledged on the website.  Carrie will 

    propose the levels and names for our next meeting; the other idea was, once the 

    membership levels are established, to create a DSAA brochure with the logo and 
    membership form.  The president of MAPF (Mountain Area Preservation Foundation)  

    is John Eaton, jme@direcway.com, PO Box 971, Truckee 96161, telephone 587-1492, 
    website www.MAPF.org.
e. Homeowner Outreach – Starr mentioned that Sue Noack, 3rd generation Cedars 

    resident who is married to a member of the Chickering family, is interested in being 

    involved with DSAA.  Starr is also a member of the Sugar Bowl Ski Club board.  Dan 

    will contact the Palisade Lakes HOA and invite a representative to our meeting.  
f.  Financial – Ron reported that the current bank balance is $1725, which does not 
               include the most recent contributions/memberships brought in to the meeting from the     

               PO box.  The organization’s financial records will be on a fiscal basis of July 1 through      

               June 30, so taxes are not due at the April 15 deadline, but rather at the end of June.  
               Laurie Van Meter will help prepare the taxes; Bob Williams has also volunteered to 
               help with any legal matters.  Memberships will be up for renewal July 1.  
2. Review and Collect Comments on Draft Survey:
Sara passed around a draft 7-page survey which included all the issues of concern to  DSAA.  Comments were that it was too long and that it appeared biased in favor of the DSAA point of view.  Ideas for improvement were to make separate surveys for the different interest-groups and area users, such as skiers, kids, residents, businesses; add anonymous information categories to identify the demographics of responders.  It is important always to keep in mind what will be done with the results, such as finding out at what level or point development would become objectionable.  It was agreed that Sara would create a quick survey for skiers, regarding such topics as traffic, alternative transportation, home building and access to lodging, for use during Easter Saturday.  Dan will recruit folks to conduct the survey.  Starr suggested polling Sugar Bowl Ski Club members via the internet.
3. Amtrak Soda Springs Station Update:  Dan had received an extensive email letter from Tom Appelbaum regarding the possibility of passenger service and a station stop at Soda Springs.  Tom’s information came from Jim Allison, a planner with the Capitol Corridor Joint Powers Authority (CCJPA), which runs the passenger service between the South Bay Area and Auburn.  Tom states in his letter, in part: 
     “The CCJPA was, until this January, working on a plan to add Capitol Corridor service as far as 
      Reno/Sparks, with stops in Truckee and Soda Springs!  The initial plan was for winter service only, with 
additional service added as needed during the summer months if traffic warranted.  The start date was perhaps a year or two in the future.  Representatives from Sugar Bowl were involved in the plans.  Then, on 1/31/06, Union Pacific delayed indefinitely plans to add this service on existing trackage.  UP and the CCJPA cited increased congestion as the cause for this delay.” 
Tom then gives some historic background which explains the increased congestion and financial aspects, after which he states:
 “Union Pacific spokesperson James Barnes has said that UP would discuss allowing a second track on their right-of-way, but only with public funding.  This seems fair, as the cost for their freight service expansion alone is astronomical…and, UP is not in the business of hauling passengers.  Plus the larger freight railroads aren’t subsidized like automobiles and airlines, so the cost of doing business is higher for the railroads.  True, most railroads’ profits are up recently, but most of that money will go into equipment purchases, infrastructure improvements, and payroll, just to keep up with increased business.  Long story short is that, without public money, passenger service (aside from the east and west bound California Zephyrs that stop at Truckee) won’t be happening anytime soon.  Rather than pressure UP, who have enough problems of their own right now, the key is to get our local, state and federal representatives to push for funding from their respective governments.  CalTrans, the Nevada Dept. of Transportation, the Truckee-Tahoe Transportation Management Association, Placer and Nevada Counties, and several other agencies are all targets for gentle pushing in the right direction to help get public money to “give” to UP so they can build a second track to handle the increased traffic.  Would UP build a second track anyway to handle more of their freight trains?  Possibly.  However, it’s their right-of-way; passenger service disrupts freight service and if freight is late, customers complain or go to trucks to haul their products, which means more traffic over the roads, including I-80. “ 
Tom concludes with the promise of keeping us apprised of the names and contact information of those who might help get passenger service and a station stop at Soda Springs.  
The Board agreed that Pat would work with Tom to compose a letter to send to the various entities mentioned by Tom, as well as to others that we identify, to convey our support for local train service.  They also agreed to approach the Boards of Supervisors to have this added as an agenda item.

On a related topic, Ron mentioned he had been in contact with Norm Sayler about the museum (ski and railroad) for the summit.  Norm has access to monies for the establishment of the museum (the current ski museum at Boreal is supposed to be closing), but he does not want to create his own non-profit.  Ron brought up the idea that DSAA might serve as the umbrella for the funding; he will do the research on this.  Starr mentioned that Sugar Bowl might be willing to donate the lot for the museum, and that Warren Hellman from their Board is very interested in the historic aspect of the Summit.  Also, it might be good to involve the old Railroad Museum in Sacramento – Starr will work with Denny Ansbach, a retired radiologist, on these ideas.  John suggested that the museum be placed at Soda Springs for easy access and to help promote business here.  
4. Water and Sewage Update: The unusual Sierra Lakes County Water District (SLCWD) 
rules for voting are being investigated by Emily Wexler.  Water allocation units are already in place for the 18 units that the Foster Group is planning at Norden, but Royal Gorge has not fully paid for all their permits (100 or so lots) and the right to those permits expires in October.  It is probable that the Foster Group was given incorrect information at the time of their purchase of the Royal Gorge  properties.  Although there has been $9 million allocated to bring the sewage treatment facility up to code, there are limits to the amount of effluent that flows into the Yuba River watershed, so it is unclear that the facility could be expanded at all.  There are three positions open on the SLCWD board; Dan noted there is some friction between them and DSPUD, although there has been talk about their joining forces.  As an aside, Dan read his personal letter to Joann (PR person from the Foster Group) requesting that, once the season is over, Royal Gorge not place berms on the trails to prevent people from using them.  

5. Logo Voting:  Sara placed 6 logo submissions in nomination before the Board for their vote.  After some discussion, a vote was taken and Laurie Van Meter’s stylized drawing of Castle Peak was the winner.  Sara will work with Laurie to make the peaks a bit more prominent and soften the darkened area of the forest/cliffs.  

6. Next Meeting: The next regular working meeting of the Board will be on Thursday, May 4, at 6:30 P.M., at Donner Summit Lodge.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted,

Pat Malberg, Secretary
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