DONNER SUMMIT AREA ASSOCIATION

Board Working Meeting Minutes

Thursday, April 5, 2007 – Summit Restaurant

(Note: Next meeting is Thursday, May 3)
Attending: Vice-President Carrie Hoyt, Treasurer Ron Kolbe, Secretary Pat Malberg; Board 

Members Starr Hurley, Simone Janssen, John Palmer, Sara Taillon.

Guests: Nancy Latimer, Mickie Gray, Charlie Houtz, Lori Van Meter

1. Call to Order and Minutes

Vice-President Carrie Hoyt called the meeting to order at 6:35 P.M.  A motion to approve  the March working meeting minutes was proposed by Sara, seconded by Jim and passed unanimously by the Board.  Note: Carrie’s new contact information is 426-9500, carrie.hoyt@cbnorcal.com
2. Treasurer’s Report

The QuickBooks documents are now updated in Lori’s computer; neither Lori nor Ron had with them the information regarding the current bank balance.   Lori explained that the annual payment for the service is $172, as opposed to $323 when paid as a monthly contract, but there is a limit to the number of persons with the ability to input information.  A motion was proposed by Ron, seconded by Starr, and passed unanimously to contract with QuickBooks on an annual basis for $172.37, with the accompanying limits of 3 board members designated to have access for input, and a total of 10 members having access only.  A follow-up motion was proposed by Sara, seconded by Starr, and passed unanimously to designate the administrator, treasurer and secretary as having access for input.  Those with “simple” access are able to generate reports and manipulate the information in the system, they just cannot add or change the information.
Lori will attempt to recreate the history of donations and membership payments in order to be more precise about who gave what when, and for which category and to update current membership and the list of those scheduled for renewal notices.  Ron noted that Lori’s compensation for administrative services had been paid through March.
3. Committee Reports

A. Fundraising: Sara reported that the application for a $22.000 grant to First Five was denied.  Ron suggested applying for the minimum of a “general” grant of $5,000.  It was suggested that we post notices in local newsletters regarding the need for a babysitting coop location; the school might be a site, but it’s a bit far; closer might be the Soda Springs ski area in summer.
B. Liaison with Local Organizations: Carrie stated there was no news about the 50 permits; those for Serene Lakes were released on March 1, but applicants also have to submit an approved plan; the Donner Summer permit release date is still to be determined.

C. Summit Summit Follow-Up: Pat will attach the draft notes from the last meeting; there was no update available regarding the MOU or the search for a survey professional.

4. New Business

A. Spring Cleanup: Nancy Latimer reminded us this is coming up – traditionally the date has been the weekend after Memorial Day, but she would like to see it done earlier.  A motion to hold the event on May 19 was proposed by Jim and seconded by Starr, passed unanimously.  We will meet at 10AM at the Post Office.  Sara will make posters.  Jen Montgomery will again get dumpster donations and Nancy willl again act as the event coordinator.  The Board agreed that DSAA will sponsor the event, and Lori suggested we do an email blast to our entire contact list.  It was also suggested that we organize a telephone “tree”, but no decision was made on that, as yet.  The clean-up area will be from Cisco to the Rainbow Bridge, and include South Yuba Road.  Mickie suggested getting the event on the next SLPOA meeting agenda, April 20.  If the Busbys are not available to organize the after-clean-up party, we will try to have it behind the Summit Restaurant or else on Allen Court, organized by DSAA.
B. Earth Day: Nancy requested that DSAA sponsor a booth at the Earth Day event at Squaw Valley on April 28; the fee for non-profits is $75.  Nancy, Jennifer Montgomery and Emily Wexler are planning to give out information about the Foster/Syme development plan as well as “Save Donner Summit” bumper stickers (Cliff Busby has had 50 of them printed up), and invite reaction from attendees.  (They also have a web domain called savedonnersummit.)  The Board agreed that the opportunity to have a presence, to publicize DSAA’s name, and also to get input from the public would be valuable; however, the representation at any booth sponsored by DSAA should not “take sides” or give personal opinions about the development plan, and Nancy could not guarantee that this would not happen.  The idea for a separate DSAA booth was tabled because someone from the Board would need to staff it.  A decision on this can be made by email/telephone vote of the entire board in the near future.
5. Reaction to the Foster/Syme Development Draft

Each board member gave his/her personal reaction to the proposed plan, which we agreed would not be recorded in the minutes, and also suggestions as to how the DSAA should respond and proceed.  Board members were generally in agreement on the latter topic, recorded as follows: 

a) the planned DSAA survey is key to knowing the membership’s opinion about the proposal; b) educational seminars regarding the CEQA process and other relevant topics, with guest speakers from MAPF, SBC and others should be ongoing; 

c) a MOU (Memorandum of Understanding) with MAPF, SBC, SLPOA, DSPUD, Sierra Club and others with the goal of creating as unified a voice as possible for residents and interested parties; 

d) a reminder that the DSAA has taken on the charge of promoting the preservation of the unique mountain character of the area and whatever that leads to…

e) rather than take an official DSAA stand at this point, continue to educate and inform, continue to act as liaison with the developers.

f) create a “forum” on our website so that people can record their reactions – collect quotes; most important let people with impassioned opinions know that their voices are heard;
g) act as an information highway, relaying community interest verbatim, but not taking a stand as an organization;

h) hold developers to what they are proposing; get assurance that what they say will indeed be the reality.

Note: the Board requested that Jim Thomson’s emailed reaction be added in this item of the minutes.

Because one of the aspects of the development draft is to create a land trust for the area, it might be helpful to have Perry give a presentation about land trusts and how they work.

Starr agreed to call Karen at the Cedars and encourage them to give their reaction to the development draft.

Lori suggested that community input and response should be collected soon and be made available to the developers.  
During the discussion of personal reactions to the plan, important issues that members found not to have been addressed adequately in the draft kept surfacing: affordable housing, specificity of the plan, traffic, sprawl, water supply, “over the top” development at Ski Camp, commercial development, water pollution, feasibility of the railroad overpass, and maintenance of a wildlife corridor.  
6. Adjournment and Next Meeting
The Board agreed to schedule the next working meeting as usual for the first Thursday, May 3, at 6:30 P.M.

Carrie adjourned the meeting at 8:45 P.M.

Respectfully submitted, 

Pat Malberg, DSAA Secretary
PAGE  
3

