DONNER SUMMIT AREA ASSOCIATION

Working Meeting Minutes
February 2, 2006 – 6:30 P.M.

Donner Summit PUD Board Room

Attending: President Dan Wexler, Vice-President Carrie Hoyt, Treasurer Ron Kolbe, Secretary 
      Pat Malberg; Board Members Sara Taillon, and Jim Thomson


      Special Guest: Nevada County Supervisor Ted Owens

      Members of the Public: Don Malberg and Scott White

Approval of Minutes: The Board unanimously approved the minutes of the meeting with the 
      Foster Group on January 12, 2006, as submitted. There had been no changes   

      submitted by the Foster representatives.

1. Tasks and Delegation of Responsibilities (Note: bolded items are unassigned):

A. Thank you notes to contributors and new members: Pat.

B. Letter to both Boards of Supervisors regarding DSAA’s intention to create a 
    Community Development Plan (draft letter available from Heidi Kolbe, which Dan will 

    distribute to the Board members -- Emily Wexler may also add to it): Ron.

C. Plan a fundraiser: Carrie


D. Complete tax documents: Ron

E. Hire a part-time person to take care of some of the business matters….(?)

F. Logo: Sara (scan; Board will make a decision; chosen logo to be reworked for various 
    needed formats)

G. Help maintain website and answer emails: Sara


H. Maintain communication with the Foster Group: (2 times/month --Need a 
               Committee?)
I.   Maintain communication with Homeowners’ Groups::
a. SLPOA: Carrie
b. Pla-Vada: ….

c.  The Cedars: ….
J. Arrange meeting place and coordinate with Pat and Dan: …..

K. Liaison with County Planners: Jim and Carrie (with Don Malberg)


Get a copy of each County’s General Plan


Nevada County contact: Randy Wilson (265-1770)


Placer County contact: George Rosasco or current Planning Director

2. Treasurer’s Report

Ron reported a total of $1745 in the DSAA treasury.  He will have a written statement for 

the Board at the next meeting.  Tax requirements have been downloaded and Laurie Van 

Meter has volunteered to help with this year’s statement.

3. Other Issues

A. Serene Lakes County Water District


Dan reported that Emily Wexler has been researching the status of the water district; it 
appears that of the 120 registered voters (there are 800 lots each of which could qualify 
the owner as a voter), only 80 participated in the last election.  The new developers have 
hundreds of recognized lots available to them and if they were to exercise their right to 
vote as owners of each of these lots, they could easily tilt the balance.  The special 

district rules can only be changed by working with the state legislature.  When contacted, State Assemblyman Tim Leslie expressed an interest in the issue.
B. New Ski Facility at Kingvale


Dan reported that the Kingvale terrain park will reopen with a new chairlift; it will serve 

mainly as a snowboard park.

4. Conversation with Ted Owens
A. Relationship with Developers: Ted reminded the Board that any development requires compliance with, for example, the County General Plan provisions and CEQA (California Environmental Quality Act).  The developers will be required to address all these provisions in their plans and mitigate any environmental impact.  Once the draft EIR has been drawn up, it will be circulated to all relevant official entities and to the public for comment.  (It might be useful to ask the developers whether the scoping meeting with the Planning Dept. will be open to the public.)  Ted suggested that DSAA is a perfect vehicle for the community to voice its vision of prioritized elements for the developers to take into consideration when drawing up their plans – better to speak with one voice; for example: needed improvements, missing elements, trail usage (not 4WD in summer, etc.).  This is language that developers understand.  Any money spent to prepare this vision would be best spent engaging someone who speaks developers’ language.  The final outcome will be somewhere in between the developers’ original plan and the community vision, but it is always best to work collaboratively along the way to prevent costly lawsuits.  The developers, having expressed an interest in working with the community, may hold a series of charettes to determine the community’s wishes.  They will no doubt draw up a plan for their entire land holdings, rather than submit plans piece-meal.  Development can bring advantages to the community; for example, the PUD will be required to upgrade their facility to comply with new regulations; if the developers do the upgrades, it may save ratepayers most or all of the costs.  However, if the developers find the community is confrontational, they may opt to create their own special utilities district.
B. Relationship with County Planners: Visit the Planning Director in person.  Get zoning maps, a copy of the General Plan, ask about current zoning density and land usage.  Ask for the worst-case scenario – what is the worst that can happen.  Go on line and learn more about the CEQA process -- Frequently Asked Questions about CEQA.  Check with GIS on line to get detailed county parcel maps.  

C. MAPF – Mountain Area Preservation Foundation

This group was active in the Martis Valley development issues.  They may attend our next DSAA meeting, to give us information on issues related to development.  Ted stated that John Eaton and Stephanie from MAPF are well versed in the development process; they started their organization because of a proposed K-Mart in Truckee.  Ted suggested discussing with MAPF how to avoid being too confrontational with developers; if we were to push too hard, then those amenities that are solely voluntary on the developers’ part may be withdrawn from the plan.  MAPF influenced East-West’s Project.  Sierra Watch is another group that was involved in the Martis Valley fight.  
D. Truckee-Donner Land Trust
Ask Perry, who may also attend our next meeting, about transfer charges – the Land Trust has been awarded $50 million over 10 years.  One of their goals is to buy up undeveloped land for preservation.  In Negro Canyon, the western half is now owned by the Foster group and this section is of great interest to the Land Trust.  

E. Funding Sources from the County
Dan asked Ted if there were any funding sources at the county level for organizations such as the DSAA, for such projects as a community development plan or for building the organization itself.  Ted stated the person to consult with about grants is Nina Bigley.  There are grants available, called Community Development Block Grants (CDBGs), for projects such as affordable housing.  Along with “open space”, “affordable housing” is another term that needs to be understood.  There are formulas in each county that are used whenever a development plan is submitted.  

F. Keeping in Touch with Ted Owens
Ted mentioned that the developers have been in touch with him at the county and his impression is that they want to plan collaboratively with the community. 

Ted is available for continued conversation with DSAA; his door is always open.  He is moving his Truckee office to behind the Police Department; his assistant, Beencie, is available at 530/582-7826.  She can get in touch with Ted via email.  The public is invited to comment during supervisors’ meetings; it can be done via satellite video, available in Truckee.  

Ted is interested in hearing about the outcome of any DSAA meeting with Randy Wilson at the Planning Department.  He also encouraged DSAA to keep in touch with Placer County Supervisor Bruce Kranz.
5. NEXT DSAA WORKING MEETING: Thursday, March 2, 6:30 P.M.  
  Dan adjourned the meeting at 8:15 P.M.
Respectfully Submitted,

Pat Malberg, Secretary
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